Dear Honorable Assemblymembers:
I urge you to vote NO on SB 9 for the reasons below, some of which are illustrated in this very short video at https://youtu.be/YpBmRgTFAbo.
1. Outlaws single-family neighborhoods – permits construction of up to 8 units on every single-family lot in the state regardless of local zoning; destroys existing communities for millions of California families and deprives millions of others of the American dream of owning their own home.
2. No affordability – does not require that units be affordable, nor does it provide funding to subsidize affordability.
3. Multiple units already permitted – state law already permits Accessory Dwelling Units (“ADUs”) and Junior ADUs on every single-family lot.
4. Inadequate infrastructure – does not require infrastructure improvements (water, power, sewer, transportation, etc.) to accommodate densification, nor does it provide funding for such improvements.
5. Life, safety and environmental issues – significant negative impacts, including worsening air quality, decreased open spaces and permeable surfaces affecting aquifers and urban canopy, lessened access to light, air and privacy, more difficult access by fire, paramedics and police.
6. Tone-deaf to pandemic impacts and decreasing population – the COVID-19 pandemic has upended work and living assumptions in ways that will have lasting impact. Millions are fleeing dense multifamily housing for healthier, more spacious single-family homes; millions more are working remotely, so it is no longer necessary for many people to live near jobs or public transit. Indeed, in recent years California has suffered significant out-migration of both residents and employers, a trend only exacerbated by the pandemic – resulting in a loss of one Congressional seat for the first time in the state’s history.
7. Zoning is a local issue – there is no “one size fits all” solution to housing, especially not in a state as large and diverse as California; in any event, the state already exercises significant oversight of local planning via the Dept. of Housing and Community Development.
Please vote NO on this destructive bill!
Respectfully,

